The Declaration
of Russian Association for Film & Media Education)  and Coordination Council of the All-Russian Media Education Conference (Perm, Russia, May 5-6, 2004)
1. According to documents of UNESCO (1999, 2002) and the Council of Europe (2002) media education “Media Education 
-deals with all communication media and includes the printed word and graphics, the sound, the still as well as the moving image, delivered on any kind of technology;

-enables people to gain understanding of the communication media used in their society and the way they operate and to acquire skills using these media to communicate with others;

-ensure that people learn how to

* analyse, critically reflect upon and create media texts;

* identify the sources of media texts, their political, social, commercial and/or cultural interests, and their contexts;

-interpret the messages and values offered by the media;

* select appropriate media for communicating their own messages or stories and for reaching their intended audience;

* gain or demand access to media for both reception and production.

Media education is part of basic entitlement of every citizen, in every country in the world, to freedom of expression and the right to information and is instrumental in building and sustaining democracy” [Recommendations Addressed to the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization UNESCO. In:  Education for the Media and the Digital Age. Vienna: UNESCO, 1999, p.273-274. Reprint in: Outlooks on Children and Media. Goteborg: UNESCO & NORDICOM, 2001, p. 152]. 
Therefore media education in Russia requires comprehensive support and development - both at a level of schools and universities, and at a level of system of additional education and media criticism.

2. Russia needs for media educated teachers. It is necessary to prepare them at pedagogical institutes and universities. Since 2002 in Russia already there is specialization 03.13.30 “Media education” registered by the Ministry of Science & Education of the Russian Federation. However today it is already not enough of it, that is why it is necessary to ask of the Russian Ministry of Education and Sciences for opening of a new speciality "Media education"( with assignment to it of the appropriate number). For these purposes Russian Association for  Film and Media Education develops projects of State Standard and the Curriculum on the speciality "Media education" placed on a federal site of Association http://edu.of.ru/mediaeducation  
3. The creation of the inter-regional Ural Centre of a Media Education in Perm (which could unit efforts of the Perm, Ekaterinburg, Chelyabinsk and Kurgan media educators) can become the important step for development of a media education in Russia (realization of media education conferences/seminars, summer schools, courses of improvement of media education qualification of teachers etc.).

4. The positive experience which has been saved up by the Russian media educators in Moscow, Voronezh, Tver, St-Petersburg, Ekaterinburg, Perm, Kurgan, Rostov, Taganrog, Tambov, Krasnodar and other cities (from recent positive examples we shall note creation The Media Education Centre at Chelyabinsk – in the South-Ural University) requires the further popularization and distribution.

5. Rather positive tendency is cooperation of the Russian masters of documentary cinema and media educators, because the gold fund of Russian documentary films,  as a matter of fact, remains ‘dead’, this fund has no wide hire. But if this found will be include  in the media education process at schools and  universities, the documentary screen, indoubtedly, would find there a grateful mass audience (and the activity of Perm festival of documentary cinema "Flaertiana" deserves all support in this area).

Have signed:

A.V.Fedorov, President of Russian Association for Film & Media Education, professor, Ph.D., a member of the Union of Russian Filmmakers and CIFEJ.
G.A.Polichko, Chairman of Board of Russian Association for Film & Media Education, professor, Ph.D., a member of the Union of Russian Filmmakers.

 P.A.Pechenkin, the President of the International Festival of Documentary Cinema "Flaertiana", the film director, a member of Board of the Union of Russian Filmmakers.

